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Remarks 

Claims 1-45 were pending and rejected. Claims 6, 21, and 36 are cancelled by this 
amendment. Claims 1, 3-4, 16, 18-19, 31, and 33-34 are amended by this amendment. 
Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claims 1-5, 7-20, and 22-35, and 37-45. 

Claims 1-11, 13-14, 16-26, 28-29, 31-41, and 44 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§103(a) over the Gross reference (Gross) in view of U.S. Patent 6,175,871 (Schuster). 
Independent claims 1,16, and 31 have been amended to clarify their differences over the 
cited art. 

Gross discloses the use of buffering to view the video before the entire video file is 
downloaded. (See Gross p. 43-44) When buffering is used, a small amount of the video 
is delayed in a buffer before being displayed. The delay allows variations in video arrival 
to be smoothed out before the video is displayed. Thus, the goal of buffering is to 
provide enough delay, so late video packets do not starve the buffer. In other words, the 
delay should allow new video packets to arrive before the buffer becomes empty. Note 
that the buffer does not need to store a significant amount of video to prevent starvation. 

Schuster teaches a video buffer that is sized based on network performance. The 
buffer size (the delay) is measured in milliseconds (See Schuster column 10, lines 45-46). 
In Schuster, the buffer is sized based on packet loss, but the buffer is not sized based on 
the claimed technique. (See Schuster, column 11, lines 39-64). 

In contrast, the claimed invention initiates a display of the video based on a first time 
period and a second time period. The first time period is determined based on the video 
display rate times a first amount of the video in the memory. The second time period is 
determined based on a network transfer rate times a second amount of the video to be 
subsequently received in the network signal. Neither Gross nor Schuster disclose or 
suggest using these time periods that are determined in this way. The millisecond 
buffer memory in Schuster would not support the use of these time periods. 

Claims 12, 15, 27, 30, 42, and 45 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) over the 
Gross reference (Gross) in view of U.S. Patent 6,175,871 (Schuster) and U.S. Patent 
6,157,377. Claims 12, 1 5, 27, 30, 42, and 45 are dependent on independent claims 1,16, 
and 3 1 and are patentable for the reasons given above. 
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Applicants submit that there are numerous additional reasons in support of 
patentability, but that such reasons are moot in light of the above remarks and are omitted 
in the interests of brevity. Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claims 1-5, 7-20, 
and 22-35, and 37-45. 
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